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Light Show

Students watch fireworks across Johnson Pond
during the last day of “Loudness,” which marks
the end of classes.
Photo by Jesse Goldman ’12
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Blair Offers Seven Lessons to Grads
ting,” Blair said. “Compassion is as important
as ambition. So don’t just
choose a career, choose
a cause. There are many
to choose from. … The
noble causes—believe
me they’re there amongst
all the drudgery and self
obsession of human existence—find them and
save a bit of yourselves
for them. It’s worth it.”
Lesson four: Friendship matters, and family
matters most. “It’s in the
family that you learn one President William D. Adams with former British Prime Minister Tony Blair
of each human being regardless of race
of the most important lessons of life: that
and religion, faith, or gender, free enterit is not all about you.”
prise, fair play—these values that define
Lesson five: Be a leader, not a folyour nation at its best and my nation at
lower. “A nd above all else, be a doer
its best—they’re not a monument to our
and not a critic,” Blair said. “Human
past, they are humanity’s best hope for
progress has never been
the future.”
shaped by commentators,
In a discussion of the benefits of failure,
complainers, or cynics.
“Successful people are not defined
Blair said, “Sam [Deeran] is right; don’t be
Progress is forged by the
afraid to fail—we all do. Be afraid of not
courage of the changeby a restless search for fame and
trying. That’s a lot worse.”
maker. Courage is not
fortune but by an insatiable desire
In his speech Deeran recounted a
the absence of fear, it’s
failure of his own. As a sophomore he
the overcoming of fear.
to be better and an infinite curiosity
left Colby to attempt stand-up comedy in
And the leaders that I’ve
as to how.”
Los Angeles, he said. During a stint as a
met—all of them have
Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair
telemarketer Deeran realized how much he
always had their doubts,
had left behind. “I had gone on thinking
a n x iet ies, per iods of
that a magical real world existed someacute lack of confidence, worry,” he said.
that you can learn more,” he said. “Sucwhere and that I just needed to find it.”
Lesson six: Make use of the interconcessful people are not defined by a restless
“I don’t know any better than you what
nected world. “It’s a fascinating and enersearch for fame and fortune but by an inyour new world will be like,” Deeran told
gizing and exciting world out there,” Blair
satiable desire to be better and an infinite
his classmates. “It will be at first unreal.
said. “Take advantage of it. See the world.
curiosity as to how. They’re perpetual voyMy question to you, the Class of 2012, is
See its possibilities.”
agers on the journey of self-improvement.”
what will you do to make it real?
Lesson seven: This time of challenge
Lesson two: Maintain an open mind. “Be
The procession of students was led
presents unprecedented opportunit y.
open to those of different faiths, cultures,
by Erin Powers ’12 of Fairfield, Conn.,
“Have confidence,” said Blair. “Because
races, and nations,” Blair said. “These
a chemistry major who was named class
we’re not an empire based on interest but
things are the boundaries of division in
marshal for having the highest grade point
a way of life based on values. And those
history, but the open mind crosses them.”
average. —Ruth Jacobs
values—democracy, liberty, the equality
Lesson three: “Giving is as good as getnder clear skies on the lawn of Colby’s
Miller Library, former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair advised the 465
members of the Class of 2012 to continue
learning with humility, to maintain an
open mind, and to serve others.
Blair spoke at the College’s 191st commencement ceremonies May 20. Blair
followed class speaker Samuel Deeran ’12
of Falmouth, Maine, and the awarding of
the Condon Medal by President William
D. Adams. The medal, for constructive
citizenship, and the only award presented
at graduation, went to Nicole G. Sintetos
’12 of Winslow, Maine. Following the
speeches Adams presented honorary degrees to five distinguished recipients and
bachelor of arts diplomas to each graduating student.
Blair shared seven lessons in life.
Lesson one: “Never stop learning. Carry
on. And have the humility always to know
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Writing for Everyone
A new initiative to improve students’
writing skills across the disciplines—the
Colby Writing Project—begins with phase
one this academic year.
“Writing is a foundational skill in the
liberal arts, and it’s always been part of
Colby’s curriculum,” said Vice President for
Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty Lori
Kletzer. “We have studied best practices
and are committed to making Colby’s writing curriculum as strong as possible. The
Colby Writing Project, developed in consultation with the faculty, will accomplish
that, and it reflects our commitment to
excellence in writing in all subject areas.”

The Colby Writing Project expands
the number of writing-intensive courses
throughout the curriculum in a way that
gives students repeated opportunities to
improve their skills across all four years as
undergraduates.
The first phase replaces the longstanding English Composition requirement with
a First-year Writing requirement, which may
be fulfilled in various departments and
subject areas. Courses that fulfill the requirement share strong emphasis on drafting, argument development, and revision.
They maintain a close focus on students’
individual writing skills and needs, and

they require writing in a variety of forms.
Subsequent phases will involve
enhancements and additions to upperlevel writing-intensive courses and will be
overseen by the new Colby Writing Project
administrator, Stacey Sheriff.
	The Colby Writing Project is being implemented with help from a grant from the
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

—Stephen Collins ’74

On The Job Front
Numbers Strong for ’12 Grads

The economy may be dragging but 2012 Colby graduates
still are landing jobs.
That was the message from the Colby Career Center, which
surveyed graduating seniors in May and found that 60 percent
already had full-time jobs and another 16 percent were enrolled
in full-time graduate and professional programs.
That compared with a median of 40 percent employment reported by a group of 31 peer institutions, said Roger Woolsey,
Career Center director. The numbers typically climb 10 points
in the months after graduation.
“Colby,” Woolsey said, “is doing very well.”
He attributed the success of Colby graduates in the job
market to the robustness of the Colby community and more
active participation in the Colby network by students.
The solid employment figures come as the Career Center
has ratcheted up programs and advising, an effort that has seen
a marked increase student participation.
Four years ago the Career Center had about 1,900 student
interactions annually. This year, Woolsey said, that number
had nearly doubled, to 3,696. Participation in Colby Connect, a
four-year curriculum that provides advising, workshops, and a
liaison to internships and fellowships, has grown steadily.
This may also reflect students’ awareness that they are
entering the job market during a recession. This year many of
them were pleasantly surprised to see how graduates fared as
they competed for jobs and graduate school slots.
“A lot of the seniors realized it’s a scary time and didn’t
expect the employment numbers of past years,” said Morgan
Lingar ’13, who worked in the Career Center to analyze the
data from the spring survey.
Despite the economy, the numbers improved. Said Woolsey,
“I think the numbers reflect our community.” —Gerry Boyle ’78
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Career Center Hits the Road

The Colby Career Center is driving students right off Mayflower Hill.
Last semester the Career Center launched a new exploration
program that connects students to potential careers. In its inaugural trip, “Colby on the Road” bused 18 students to Boston
for site visits in the education and nonprofit job sectors.
Among other sites, students visited East End Community
School in Portland, the Greater Boston Food Bank, and Match
Middle School in Jamaica Plain, Mass. The
“I had so many
small number of particiquestions that couldn’t pants allowed students
be answered just by
to engage in conversations with alumni.
doing an Internet
“I had so many
search. This was the
questions,” said Jamie
perfect opportunity to Curley ’12. “This was
the perfect opportunity
get the inside scoop
to get the inside scoop
from successful people from successful people
who started out with a who started out with a
Colby degree.”
Colby degree.”
The 17-hour trip
Jamie Curley ’12
allowed students to get
a sense of the options within the two fields, said Career Center
Assistant Director and trip organizer Shauna Hirshfield.
Hirshfield and Assistant Director Leslie Kingsley spent two
and a half months organizing the trip by corresponding with
alumni and organizations. “We do just have a fantastic base of
alumni to work with,” Kingsley said.
Hirshfield and Kingsley are planning another Boston trip for
October, focused on communications. —Dash Wasserman ’12
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July brought big news in the world
of teen magazines. Seventeen pledged
never to Photoshop the shape of
models’ bodies or faces. All thanks
to a petition created by Julia Bluhm,
14, a Waterville resident who brought
the issue to Change.org.
Or not.
The story of Bluhm’s petition,
which garnered more than 85,000 signatures and got the editor of Seventeen
magazine to agree to a meeting with
Bluhm, is actually much bigger than
the hundreds of media outlets that
covered it would have you believe.
And it all started with Professor of
Education Lyn Mikel Brown.
In April Bluhm posted a petition SPARK team members Emma Stydahar and Julia Bluhm (right)
describing how unrealistic images protest outside Hearst Corp. headquarters in New York.
of girls push her peers to strive to
attain unrealistic physical ideals. “Here’s
Women, which was featured in the Winter
what lots of girls don’t know,” Bluhm
2011 Colby). SPARK—which stands for
wrote. “Those ‘pretty women’ that we
Sexualization Protest: Action, Resistance,
see in magazines are fake. They’re often
Knowledge—began in response to an
photoshopped, air-brushed, edited to
American Psychological Association relook thinner, and to appear like they have
port assessing the damage caused by the
perfect skin. A girl you see in a magazine
sexualization of girls. Brown and Hunter
probably looks a lot different in real life.”
College professor Deborah Tolman deShe asked Seventeen to commit one
veloped the concept of a girl-powered
non-Photoshopped spread per month. The
movement to inspire change.
petition took off and the media took notice.
In order to address the issues that girls
But what most news outlets missed was that
find most compelling, Brown and Tolman
this movement actually began long before
put together a core group of girls from the
the petition, and that Bluhm, as bold and
United States and Canada to blog and to
articulate as she is, was not acting alone.
learn about activism and media literacy.
Bluhm is a member of SPA R K, a
SPARK partnered with Hardy Girls as
movement cofounded by Brown (who
a leadership organization, and with 60
also cofounded Hardy Girls Healthy
other organizations with related missions

photo by Leanne Italie, associated press

Brown’s Organization SPARKs Change
to develop a network for cross-promotion.
“The idea is to give [girls] the critical
vocabulary, the critical thinking skills,
and the lens to see the sexualization and
understand what they’re seeing, and see
the larger patterns—and then to support
them when they run with it,” said Brown.
“That’s our goal.”
Through SPARK, Bluhm, who is the
daughter of Mary Beiter and Colby Physics and Astronomy Department Chair
Robert Bluhm, gained an understanding
of how the media affects the ways girls
see themselves. She, along with 20 or so
team members, also learned how to leverage social media. “They’ve learned from
amazing young women activists,” said
Brown, “like Shelby Knox, who has been
dubbed the next Gloria Steinem.”
Knox, who works for Change.org, advised Bluhm on crafting the petition. Then
the SPARK team and partner organizations took the petition to the social media
realm with tremendous success. The whole
operation, says Brown, was the result of
a calculated effort to teach and support
young people in their activism.
And beyond Seventeen, Bluhm sees an
additional benefit to the attention the
campaign has received. “It’s about teaching girls all over the United States and all
over the world—all the people who signed
our petition,” Bluhm told Boston’s NPR
affiliate, WBUR. “It’s about teaching them
that Photoshop is used in magazines like
Seventeen and teaching them to pick it out
when they see it so they don’t have to worry
about looking like those girls.” —R.J.

Seven Students Receive 2012 Fulbright Grants
Seven members of the Class of 2012 received grants from the Fulbright U.S. Student Program
to spend the coming academic year abroad as English teaching assistants. They will work in
Austria, Germany, Morocco, Taiwan, and Russia. Leslie Kingsley, assistant director of the
Career Center, coordinates and tracks applications as part of an initiative to create more
awareness among Colby students of fellowship and scholarship opportunities, including
Fulbrights. In 2012-13 she will work with 13 faculty advisors who help counsel and support
students seeking fellowships and scholarships in various disciplines.
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Focus on Humanities

Faculty Awarded Named Professorships

Colby will launch a center for the arts and
humanities this fall thanks to a grant from
the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. The center will support the curriculum, lectures and
events, and interdisciplinary collaboration.
The humanities—at Colby including art,
classics, creative writing, East Asian studies,
English, foreign languages, music, philosophy, and theater and dance—are sometimes
criticized for not having applications in the
workplace. But at Colby the humanities are a
critical component of a liberal arts education, helping students to develop analytical
and communication skills, creative expression, and an understanding of the complexity
of the human experience.
The center represents an innovative
approach to the study of humanities that
could serve as a model for other colleges engaged in efforts to bolster the
importance of the arts and humanities.
The fruits of such efforts should include
“a productive, well-informed citizenry with
sophisticated knowledge of how to learn,
how to communicate, and how to live rich
and meaningful lives,” President William D.
Adams wrote in the grant proposal.
Initiatives include those focused on the
academic program at Colby as well as others that reach the local community and the
world. Some highlights:

Four members of the Colby faculty have been appointed to named professorships, effective September 1.
They are Professor of Classics Hanna Roisman, appointed to the Arnold
Bernhard Professorship in the Arts and Humanities; Professor of Anthropology
Catherine Besteman, appointed to the Francis F. Bartlett and Ruth K. Bartlett
Professorship; Professor of Physics Charles Conover, appointed to the William A.
Rogers Professorship in Physics; and Professor of History Raffael M. Scheck, appointed to the Audrey Wade Hittinger Katz and Sheldon Toby Katz Professorship
for Distinguished Teaching.
“In each case, these are faculty members who have an accomplished record of
scholarship, whose scholarship has made an impact,” said Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of Faculty Lori Kletzer. “They’ve had an influence in their
field, they are exceptional teachers, and they also have a dedicated record of service
to the College.”
Named professorships are appointed at President William D. Adams’s discretion
and can be reassigned by the president. Roisman, who had held the Bartlett chair,
was reassigned a professorship that had been held by Professor Paul Machlin, who
recently retired from the music faculty (see page 24). Besteman was appointed to the
Bartlett chair, which can be given to a professor from any discipline.
“It’s an affirmation of scholarship and teaching,” Kletzer said. “It is the highest
affirmation that a college can give.” —G.B.

photo by brian speer

• The center will organize a series of thematic interdisciplinary events including
exhibitions, speakers, performances,
and coursework.

Bold Reflections
Springtime brought the installation of the glass exterior to the Colby Museum of Art’s
new Alfond-Lunder Family Pavilion. Each of approximately 360 rectangular glass panes
is treated with a ceramic pattern to moderate solar heat gain and light transmittance,
one of many environmental measures it is expected will lead to LEED-silver certification
of the building. Construction continues with a grand opening planned in July 2013.

8

• A partnership with the Colby College
Museum of Art will offer interdisciplinary summer seminars, increase use of
the museum as a teaching laboratory,
bring scholars in residence, and engage faculty and students in curating
and mounting exhibitions.
• The center will support civic engagement
opportunities for students and field
experience in cultural centers such as
New York and Montreal.
• Faculty and student-faculty teams will
develop partnerships and carry out
research projects locally and globally.
While some initiatives will begin in the
fall of 2012, others will start in the second
year of the grant period. —R.J.
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Twitterfeed
News and information about Colby are
available in real time through @colbycollege.
If you’re not following Colby on Twitter, here’s
some of what you’re missing.
RT @colbymuseum: Today #AlexKatz
will be @Colby #Museum of #Art
installing his show. For live tweets of
the install follow #KatzInstall.
June 27
Noah Charney ’02 asks #JennyBoylan
(English) about #books, @MDaisey
’96, and other stuff. #ColbyProf
@TheDailyBeast
June 22
@Locs_n_Laughs [L.Z. Granderson],
who spoke at Colby during Pride
Week, exposes the myth of the gay
agenda in this @TED_talks video.
June 20
#ColbyAlums @CuzziMJ ’98 (D) &
@DeMerittDan ’94 (R) look at #Maine
#politics from both sides of aisle.
June 18
RT @themules: Former @UMassLowell
head coach Blaise MacDonald
named new head coach for men’s
#hockey program.
June 18
Michael Stephens ’13 went to
the top of the world. When he got
back, he cowrote this article for
@ScienceMagazine.
June 13
Colby mag wasn’t the only one
interested in @NCAA DIII champ
Dom Kone ’13. Turns out @SInow
had sights on him, too.
June 8
@ColbyCollege and
#MaineLakesResourceCenter partner
to teach middle schoolers the
#science behind protecting lakes.
June 5
Just met two brothers from classes
of ’42 and ’51, #back2colby for @
ColbyCollege #reunion. Is this a great
weekend or what?
June 1

In Their Footsteps

Two Hundred and Counting

Let the bicentennial celebration commence.
This fall Colby will begin “In Their Footsteps,” a year-long commemoration of the
College’s 200th birthday. Four years in the making, the celebration will include a bicentennial launch in October on campus and in Waterville, a series of alumni events taking place
throughout the year across the country and in London, and a Bicentennial Distinguished
Lecture Series.
“Lots of work by lots of people over a long period of time,” said Sally Baker, vice president and secretary of the College and co-chair of the bicentennial planning committee.
The launch of the bicentennial will take place October 20, with a tailgate party at the
Colby-Hamilton football game and the premier of In Their Footsteps, a documentary film
commissioned by the College and shown at Railroad Square Cinema. Also that day, a
commemorative bicentennial bench will be presented to the city. In addition, a reception
and a faculty panel discussion will be held for area alumni and community members at
the Hathaway Creative Center. An exhibit of Colby memorabilia
prepared by the College’s Special Collections archivists will be
on display at the center as well. “The theme is the WatervilleColby connection,” said Margaret Bernier Boyd ’81, director
of alumni and donor relations. “We want to highlight that
strong relationship.”
An event commemorating the bicentennial of the College
charter will be held Feb. 27 on campus, with a special address
by President William D. Adams and performance of “Light of
the Mind,” a work created by professors Lynne Conner (theater
and dance) and Jonathan Hallstrom (music) for the occasion.
Baker said the theme “In Their Footsteps,” was chosen to recognize the individuals
without whom Colby would not have moved forward. “They stepped in,” she said, “at
significant moments.”
Not all of those who contributed to Colby’s success have been prominent, noted Clem
Guthro, Colby’s director of libraries and co-chair of the bicentennial committee. Guthro
also pointed out that the College’s long history means it has survived “some pretty dicey
times. ... The fact that we’re going strong after two hundred years, making an impact on
the world—it’s definitely something to be celebrated,” he said.
Baker said the theme was chosen with the knowledge that contributions to Colby continue today. “The footsteps are not just behind us,” she said. “We’re leaving them, too.”
While events will include retrospection, they also will mark Colby’s milestone by looking
forward. Looking forward, the lecture series will include several distinguished speakers
sharing their vision of how the mission of the liberal arts college should evolve in the future.
Also looking to the future is a project that will create a time capsule containing materials meant to represent a cross section of Colby life today, including letters to the future
from incoming Colby students.
A bicentennial website, which includes a timeline of Colby history, a detailed schedule
of events, historic profiles of key alumni, and other related material, will be available at
the beginning of the fall semester. —G.B.
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